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LIMITED OFFICIAL USE CAIRO 7499 

E.O. 11652: N/A 
TAGS: EAID EG 

SUBJECT: PL 480 PRESS LEAKS 
REF STATE 210135 

1. APPRECIATE PROBLEMS THAT PREMATURE PRESS LEAKS 
RE PL 480 CAN CAUSE. IN FACT. I SPECIFICALLY TAXED 
FAHMY FOR HAVING RELEASED NEWS OF UPCOMING 

PL 480 AGREEMENT BEFORE SIGNING. HE INSISTED IT WAS 
MATBOULY WHO RELEASED THE NEWS AFTER MY FIRST MEETING 
WITH HIM. I HAVE MY DOUBTS, SINCE MATBOULY AND I HAD 
TALKED ABOUT EXTENSIVE PRESS AND TV COVERAGE AT THE 
ACTUAL SIGNING AND HE HAD NOTHING TO GAIN BY A PREMATURE 
LEAK. AS IT TRANSPIRED, BECAUSE OF EARLIER PUBLICITY 
WHOEVER IN GOE WAS RESPONSIBLE, COVERAGE AND PUBLICITY 
FOR SIGNING WERE MINIMAL. 

2. PROBLEM IS SENIOR EGYPTIAN OFFICIALS, ESPECIALLY 
FAHMY, ARE STARVED TO PROVIDE NEWS OF US ASSISTANCE AS 
EVIDENCE SOMETHING IS FINALLY HAPPENING TO JUSTIFY 
THEIR POLICY. AS A RESULT, THEY HAVE A TENDENCY TO WANT 
TO JUMP THE GUN. 
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3. WILL CONTINUE DO UTMOST IMPRESS UPON EGYPTIANS 
NEED TO AVOID PREMATURE LEAKS. BUT EGYPTIANS WILL BE 
EGYPTIANS. 

EILTS 
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